
 
    

 

Partnership Opportunities 
2024-2025 
 

Connecting, preserving, supporting and promoting the history and heritage 
sites along the Thames River estuary today and for generations to come. 

  



 

Message from the Executive 
Director and Board President 

 
The general assembly recognizes that the cities in the state have rich historical and cultural heritage, that many of the cities are in 
need of economic revitalization and that preservation and interpretation of such heritage can foster revitalization by encouraging 
private sector investment and tourism. Therefore, the general assembly declares that it is the policy of the state to develop new 
recreational opportunities in conjunction with the preservation and interpretation of such heritage sites through the designation of 
a system of heritage parks so that the quality of life for Connecticut residents may be improved.  Public Act 87-463 

 
 

 

Thames River Heritage Park works for you 
 

As we reflect on the past 8 years, we are amazed at the impact that a small group of dedicated volunteers and 

partners has made. The collaborative partnership of nonprofits, municipalities, the State of Connecticut and 

business and civic organizations that formed Thames River Heritage Park work together to promote, support 

and sustain heritage tourism on the Thames, to foster economic revitalization and to improve the quality of life 

for the residents and businesses in our community. They have told countless stories of the Thames during 

history-themed boat tours, walking tours and lecture series, trained 65+ volunteers to enhance the visitors’ 

experience on Thames and collaborated on the Discover the Thames marketing campaign. 

Did you know … Cultural and heritage tourism is an economic driver? 

78% of all leisure travelers in the U.S. are cultural and heritage travelers. Cultural and heritage travelers 

spent an average of 60% more on their trips versus non-cultural heritage travelers. They travel more 

frequently. visit museums and historical sites, participate in culinary activities, attend food and wine 

festivals, visit farmer’s markets, enjoy unique dining experiences as well as fine dining and are dedicated 

shoppers at museum stores galleries, unique/authentic retail and traditional retailers and brands. (The 

Cultural & Heritage Traveler Study by Shop America Alliance) 
 
 

Partner with us to drive your business  
 

As a sponsor or a program partner during the Park’s 2024-2025 season, your business/organization gains high 

visibility with local residents and heritage tourists and affords area youth the opportunity to visit the heritage 

sites to hear several of the thousand stories of the river. Please partner with us today. For more information or 

to discuss customized partnership, contact Catherine at (860) 444-4401 / cfoley@thamesriverheritageparrk.org.  

Thank you! 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Whitescarver, CAPT USN Ret. Catherine M. Foley  
President Executive Director 
 

  



 
 

2024-2025 Season 
Sponsorship Levels 
 

 

 

DIRECTOR: $10,000 

- Logo on all water taxi, harbor cruise, and historic tour tickets* 
- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases. 
- Logo exposure to 14K+ via 2-sided boat railing banner, 2K+ via mobile app, 50K via website 
- Four (4) historic boat tour tickets valued at $100* 
- Four (4) harbor cruise / water taxi season passes valued at $200* 
- Twenty-five (25) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $250* 

 

CURATOR: $7,500 

- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases. 
- Logo exposure to 15,000+ via 2-sided boat railing banner, 2000+ via mobile app, 50,000 via website. 
- Two (2) historic boat tour tickets valued at $50* 
- Two (2) harbor cruise / water taxi season passes valued at $100* 
- Fifteen (15) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $150* 

 

EDUCATOR: $5,000 

- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases 
- Logo exposure to 2000+ via mobile app and 50,000 via website 
- Two (2) historic boat tour tickets valued at $50* 
- Two (2) harbor cruise / water taxi season passes valued at $100* 
- Ten (10) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $100* 

 

DESIGNER: $2,500 

- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases 
- Logo exposure to 2000+ via mobile app and 50,000 via website 
- Two (2) historic boat tour tickets valued at $50* 
- One (1) harbor cruise / water taxi season passes valued at $50* 
- Five (5) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $50* 

 
 

DOCENT: $1,000 

- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases. 
- Logo exposure to 2000+ via mobile app and 50,000 via website 
- One (1) harbor cruise / water taxi season passes valued at $50* 
- Five (5) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $50* 

 

 

COLLECTOR: $500 

- Logo in “In the Park” weekly / monthly (out of season) newsletters to 3,500+ and press releases. 
- Logo exposure to 2000+ via mobile app and 50,000 via website 
- Two (2) harbor cruise / water taxi tickets valued at $50* 

* Not applicable to in-kind sponsorships. 



New in 2024 

 

 

2024-2025 Program  
Partnership Opportunities 

 

History-themed Narrated Boat Tour  
 

Bring to life the rich history of the Thames through 

the centuries by sponsoring one of our series of 

the boat or walking tours held on the weekends 

from June – September. Series include the 

Military, Mohegan Life, the Gilded Age, Whaling, 

New London Black Heritage Trail, Red Coats and 

Patriots and more.  
 

Title Sponsor of a History-Themed Tour: $1,500 includes the benefits of Docent Sponsorship 

+ acknowledgement of sponsorship in tour brochure, e-blasts and on-line description. 

 

2025 Winter Lecture Series 
 

Introduce one or several of the thousand stories of 

the Thames during monthly receptions and 

lectures rom January – May at TRHP partner site, 

Lyman Allyn Art Museum. 

Title Sponsor of the Lecture Series: $1,500 includes the benefits of Docent Sponsorship + 

acknowledgement of sponsorship in lecture series promotion, on-line description, e-blasts and 

program booklet. 
 

Docent Academy II and III 
 

Develop knowledgeable and enthusiastic 

ambassadors, tour guides and interpreters for 

New London’s Black Heritage Trail, history-

themed boat and walking tours and school 

programs. 
 

Title Sponsor of a Docent Academy Module II or III: Module II: New London’s Black Heritage 

Trail or Module III: Storytelling Interpreter Training - $1,500 / module includes the benefits of 

Docent Sponsorship + acknowledgement of sponsorship in Docent Academy promotion, 

website, e-blasts, flyers and program materials.  

https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/boat-tours/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/lecture-series/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/docent-academy/


 

 

2024-2025 Season 
Partner Promotions 

 

 

 

           

 

  

Company logo on water taxi tickets*.  
Harbor cruise / water taxi season passes and tickets*  

Historic boat tour tickets* 

Company logo included in TV spots and videos.* 

Link on TRHP website and mobile app with over 
24,000 summer visitors. 

Logo on boat landing signs / boat railing if received by 5/1*.   

Company logo printed on 10M Map & Guides and Tour 
Brochures distributed throughout CT if received by April 15. 

 
 

Company logo printed in 
print advertising. 

* Availability varies according to 
sponsor levels. See 2024 Summer 
Season Sponsor Levels for details. 

Company logo in newsletter distributed to 
3500+ weekly during the summer season 

and monthly pre-and post-season. 



 

 

Heritage Park Sites 

Thames River Heritage Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 charitable 

organization committed to connecting, preserving, supporting 

and promoting the history and heritage sites along the Thames River 

estuary today and for generations to come.  

Avery-Copp House Museum 

Bill Memorial Library 

Cedar Grove Cemetery 

Custom House Maritime Museum 

Ebenezer Avery House 

Fort Griswold Battlefield State Park 

Fort Trumbull State Park 

Garde Arts Center 

Hempsted Houses 

Historic Groton Bank 

Ledge Lighthouse 

Lyman Allyn Art Museum 

Monte Cristo Cottage 

Nathan Hale School House 

NL Historic Waterfront District 

NL Black Heritage Trail 

NL Mural Trail 

NL Old Town Mill 

Pequot Chapel 

Shaw Mansion 

St. James Episcopal Church 

Submarine Force USS Nautilus Museums 

US SUBVETS WWII National Memorial East 

Ye Antientist Burial Ground 

https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/avery-copp-house/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/bill-memorial-library/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/cedar-grove-cemetery/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/custom-house-maritime-museum/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/ebenezer-avery-house/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/fort-griswold/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/fort-trumbull/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/garde-arts-center/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/historic-groton-bank/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/ledge-lighthouse/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/lyman-allyn-art-museum/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/monte-cristo-cottage/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/nathan-hale-schoolhouse/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/new-londons-historic-waterfront-district/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/oldtownmill/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/the_pequot_chapel/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/submarine-force-museum/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/subvets-wwii-national-memorial-east/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/ye-antientist-burial-ground/


 

 

2024-2025 Partner Response 

 

Organization:   
 

Contact Person:   
 
Address:  
 
City/State/Zip:  
 
Telephone:   
 
Email:   
 
Web Site URL:   

 

Sponsorships  

 

Yes!  We are pleased to be a 2024 sponsor of Thames River Heritage Park’s programs and services in 
support of the heritage sites along the Thames for the 2024 Season. 

 Director @ $10,000 
 Curator @ $7,500 

 Designer @ $5,000 
 Educator @ $2500 

 Docent @ $1,000 
 Collector @ $500

Tour and Docent Academy Sponsorships: 

 Boat Tour Sponsor @ $1,500 / title 
 Walking Tour Sponsor @ $1,500 / title 

 Docent Academy II: NLBHT Title Sponsor @ $1,500 
 Docent Academy III: Interpreter Sponsor @ $1,500 

 
Payment Information  

 

 Check # _________ is enclosed.   Check to follow under separate cover. 
 
 Credit Card Payment: _____ AX   /   VI   /   MC 

 Name:       

 No.           

 Exp:        Security Code:     

 Billing Address (if different than above):      

          
 

For more information or to register on-line go to visit the TRHP sponsor page at 

https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/sponsors. 
 

Art Guidelines: Camera-ready, color AND black and white art high resolution logo. Please 
upload logo to https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/photo-upload/  
 

Submit your completed form and payment by May 1st for inclusion on summer 
signage to: Thames River Heritage Park Foundation, P.O. Box 851, New London, CT 
06320-0851 /  Catherine Foley. 
 

file://///users/catherinefoley/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/1%20-%20Thames%20River%20Heritage%20Park%20-%20AP%20Folder/Development/Sponsors%20-%20Development%20/2022%20Sponsorships/2022%20Sponsor%20Package%20and%20Templates/For%20more%20information%20or%20to%20register%20on-line%20go%20to%20visit%20the%20TRHP%20sponsor%20page%20at%20https:/www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/sponsors
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/sponsors/sponsor-registration/
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/sponsors
https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/photo-upload/
mailto:CFoley@ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org

