BOOKS ON WHALING WITH LOCAL FOCUS

Whaling Industry of New London.  Robert Owen Decker.  Liberty Cap Books, 1973.  Available in Public Libraries.  This book is out of print although it is available on Amazon and possibly other online sources.  The author was a professor of history at CCSU with a wide interest in whaling.

For Oil and Buggy Whips: Whaling Captains of New London County, Connecticut, Barnard Colby, Mystic Seaport Museum 1990.  Available in Public Libraries, and possibly for sale at Mystic Seaport, Custom House Museum, New London County Historical Society.  Stories of the Captains and Owners of the Industry in New London/Groton.  Very readable.  Unfortunately, there is a lack of references in many cases which can be frustrating for delving further into stories.

Life on a Whaler: Antarctic Adventures in the Isle of Desolation, 1851-53, Nathaniel W. Taylor.  New London County Historical Society 1929.  This book was published from original manuscript.  It is available in local libraries and for sale at the New London County Historical Society.  Very readable and interesting, and a good look at how NL whalers dominated the Elephant Seal Industry in the Southern Oceans for several decades. Illustrated with original drawings by artist William t. Peters who also was on the  expedition led by Commodore Matthew Perry who “opened” Japan to the West.

Master of Desolation: The Reminiscences of Capt. Joseph J. Fuller. Edited by Briton Cooper Busch. Mystic Seaport, 1980. Joseph Fuller was a Whaler for most of his life, with breaks in the business when he served in the Civil War, and as Lighthouse Keeper at the Old Lighthouse in Stonington.  The book is sort of a follow up to Life on a Whaler, as it tells the story of the end of the whaling/sealing industry in the Desolations (Kerguelen and Heard Islands) in the Southern Ocean.  Library.  Might be available at Mystic Seaport bookstore. 

She was a Sister Sailor: Mary Brewster’s Whaling Journals 1845-1851 Edited by Joan Druett.  Mystic Seaport, 1992.  Great version of the edited and annotated journals of the young wife of Capt. William Brewster of Stonington, who accompanied her husband on whaling voyages to the South Pacific and kept a detailed journal of the experiences.  Great read and a wonderful introduction to women who were “in” the industry. Libraries and available for sale at Mystic Seaport.

The History of the American Whale Fishery.  Alexander Starbuck.  Castle Books, 1989.  Most local libraries will have a copy as does the New London County Historical Society.  A reference book of great value for those researching the whaling industry, although it ends the story in 1876 and there was some whaling/sealing after those year







BOOKS ABOUT THE DEUTSCHLAND (GERMAN MERCHANT U-BOAT)

Voyage of the Deutschland, Captain Paul. Koenig, Honolulu: University Press of the Pacific, 2000 (reprinted from 1916 edition).  Written as a propaganda piece by the Captain of the U-Boat.  
The Merchant U-Boat: Adventures of the Deutschland 1916-1918, , Dwight R Messimer Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1988 

The Baltimore Sabotage Cell: German Agents, American Traitors, and the U-boat Deutschland During World War I, Dwight Messimer, Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press 2015.  Available for online purchase and local bookstores may order.  Followup to Messimer’s earlier book, based on new research.

